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Xi an City during Late Qing Dynasty in the View of Westemers
—Based on English Literatures
Shi Hongshuai

(Center for Historical Environment and Socio— Economic Development
in Northwest China of Shaanxi Normal University, Xi' an. 710062)

Abstract: During the late Qing Dynasty, many westerners who were missionaries, explorers,
doctors, journalists went to X1 an to engage in related activities and wrote lots of books, journals,
letters and articles. These valuable English literatures are very useful for Chinese historians to know
the past social life and city landscape of Xi’ an city in Qing Dynasty. In the viewpoint of westerners,
Xi" an was the capital of northwest China which had strong city wall, huge population, a lot of immi-
grations and many ethnic groups. As the commercial center of northwest China and the pivotal site of
Asian business route, the trade in Xi’ an was prosperous. To dig and research relevant English litera-
tures further will be helpful for recovering the condition of Xi’ an in late Qing Dynasty and improving
the understanding on westerners evaluation to Xi’ an in late 19 Century and early 20 Century.

Key words: Qing Dynasty; Westerners; Xi’ an City
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