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From History to Mythology: History of Textual Development of
Ancient Sakyamuni’s Stories
Y1 Jia-hui
(Department Philosophy s Nanjing University , Nanjing 210023 ,China)

Abstract: The story of Buddhism founder Sakyamuni’s birth, enlightened enlightenment, and the
process of extinction was called the “Sakyamuni’s Stories”. The ancient text about Sakyamuni’s Stories in-
cludes the Chinese translation of Buddhist scriptures, other Buddha stories in other original documents,
the Buddha biography compiled by Chinese and Buddhist stories written in classified Buddhist literatures.
These texts reflect a certain stage characteristics and diversity. With the development of Buddhism, the
Buddha gradually changed from a historical figure to a mythical figure. Sakyamuni’s Stories are the carrier
of the Buddha’s mythology. The earliest Sakyamuni’s Stories in the true sense were born in the times of
late Secterian Indian Buddhism and the early period of Mahayana Buddhism, The flourishing stage of it is in
the Age of Mahayana Buddhism.

Key words: the Buddha story; Buddha;the Buddhistic myth; Buddha’s mythology
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