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Abstract: This essay focuses on the variations of utopian narrative in contemporary Chi—
nese science fiction to trace the genre’s historical development since late Qing Dynasty.
Analyzing the works of three writers Han Song Wang Jinkang and Liu Cixin this essay
examines three themes that characterize China’s new wave of SF: China’s rise; the myth of
development; and post-human narrative. Deeply entangled with the politics of a changing
China science fiction today both strengthens and complicates the utopian vision for a new
powerful China: it mingles nationalism with utopianism /dystopianism; sharpens social crit—
icism with an acute awareness of China’s potential for further reform as well as its limita—
tions; and envelops political consciousness in scientific discourses on the power of technol-
ogy or the technology of power.
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