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TR B B
The Eastern Jin Idle Talk and the Development of Reading Mode :
Its Significance in the History of Poetry
Cai Yanfeng
Abstract: The poem and music was closely related before the Han Dynasty, the poems were spread and
read by the means of music. The literati non — music poetry was greatly developed after the Wei and Jin Dy-
nasties. As a result the pursuing of the language art and technique became a basic trend in poetry develop-
ment, and the individualized silent reading became an important mode of poetic appreciation. Since the East-
ern Jin Dynasty the “idle talk” paid great attention to the aesthetic effects of sounds and rhythm, chanting be-
came an important way of poem reading. Along with the decline of the “idle talk” , the mode of poem reading
was transferred from audial oriented to visual oriented, which has a visible influence on the later development
of poetry. The changing of poetry style during the Jin and Song dynasties was directly related to this.
Key words :silent reading; idle talk; chanting; style of poem



