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The Choice of Floating Migrants in China: Why Megacities
are Always Preferred? A Cost — Benefit Analysis
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Abstract. This paper examines the destination choice of migrants from a cost - benefit perspective,
using binary logit models to explain why the megacities are so popular to be their destination. The re-
sults show that the net revenue, particularly different wage levels the floating individuals expect has
great impact on their destination choices, which validates an important fact that high — wage income or
that the huge wage gap between different regions is an important reason why migrants flowing into
megacities. The total expenditure of floating migrants in Beijing, Shanghai and Guangzhou does not in-
hibit their flowing into these large cities. Implications of the results are that rather than taking measures
to raise the cost of living in the cities to limit the floating population, it is befter fo make efforts in develo-
ping neighboring regions to aftract more enferprises, create more jobs, and improve public services,
thus redirecting the migrants in choosing their destination.
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1 5§

WEF BN, ETHEFHNER, T #E R, RERDHA DAEE AL ZFEEKE
#2014 SECFERIIA O RBRE) B BR 2013 ERERHA ORI 2.45 12,5 2012 4
AN T 900 A, TAAIASCAN e BE K A B A D BE AR B M i S B WA B3, EER PR T
X, AR WL R R LA AERS 6 A AT T 2ERIA DK 85.9% ; A5, A AETS
KRR O BRI RENSHEBAEMIB, EFERK HSMERMFSIA D FBERRE,
XFHIADHPRENEE R E, BHRE FEGRERZA O KR A DR
FEHERAEEE RS A DM 5 E BT B DA SR A S5 T (B L8 Th5R, 2014, &
WEHE, 1997 ; 3K FEH1 <5 ,2013)

REXFRERADRAMS KRR LRBEZ F,BHR5RTEENNER NS
HBRKRE , BPFENRERIA O TWAMS RN IEBEAR BN, W0EEEF(2000) &
HEAOETBEFEEEGEH, READEBAARBMBTE S, BLHERT IR . LERALER RS
M5 ORI AR BT R A R ZGR RS | Pl T 2003 SEARE L OB R AR E +  FER A
H BRI [ AR R B B A O R E . BURGRSE (2009) BHSERARE TSI A D HFA
HWERPE—PRFREEEARHARBIERTES . WANTASTHRIHERBER? NEFK
SCHRRE , #E NIRRT RAR L VB R S HRNERZ T A OB ER 1% AR
EREHTHBRES . MBEIRE (2009) B AZ IR BRI A O #E— 2 1 D EORIIMH £
BB, XK (2014) WA RBEZARANER T RZGE RS MRS REEESERERBRUR
FEh A D BAR BRI SBORSE, R ESF(2014) RAZ HAMET B NE MG SR AR HETS
P AAE =L R RAMERNR T TRERTRS | EAMEBSMRIAOHEZER S AHR
X WA DA, T RABH AT E A DRARRR K R, EHINHEE
EWE R E R E e, AR A B s A O A8, BIA T T L5 ¥ H FLiES g £
BRTERAR BB, RS\ DEBEBRRREEES, NRA K EERE NI B E
BHBRERD R T SEAMA G HRT| A RSN, EF R A ORI AR EA ST RA
ST Z G M E TR RR . BT I, ASCHEC AP EM b, 75 s Y 22 AT HE
BT, B MBI O RA BB R A28 R R, S AR BL LR b, IR TS T 2 M2 B B
BT BHA DA E HUR ST IR .

2 FEEIA OMRTEN MR A B A i S AT AR B

FERBIA O FA MBI E BT 77 T , 77 LA 5 R A RO £ (A i 2t ok b
B AR ARITREIT

BAB S HE N EMEFFBEBRNRR T B2 — , EFHEFFAN AR P OE R, F
BRANNEABREEETIRE - W - FREANEERTHET RELENTEUE RFRLILS
LR B A B AT A A 83, R K B RAR RO T ZREUCE = A i 2 (B3R, T B 0 R B BT RS
KBOR T IR 5 RA KA . BT B FORUL, k2 B AB TR R EE M T B R
A EH AL ST R B B3 S AR B K 2 BRI B RS 8T SRS, T4 2
TERAIBMAERWERMEEES , REEETRA, LEEERTRAE, HRMEAFEZHER
By A A 38 P A B IR AR5 R To ke e bt ok T S BB A B0 D X IR A M . e SR
BIESCE A B GETEA TR I R4S, XA 0 B R A5 T 2L T A — &
S RA R RAN A RE TEA SRR R, TECHE LBERA, MG RAT R A E R TAERS
HERANGEEROMBZE BFEENANENBENHESXRNERAEE, AR ARIA
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AT RAMSERRFOR U, LR R R MEE 2408 THME RS E B REMTHARBILEE
BT IR, OO SR A LR (58 R X AT S A TR A bR A7 B AR I 23 1 B8, DT E 1 48 T B A 1M O
BAR B RACBI RS , 7] DL FRAR S sl A O AT I 3l b i e 3 R 7R A . 3R A5 B4 W0 23 1Y iR B
BRI

P(inflow;) = f(NY,.,) = f{( ZRi- 2 C)} (1)

Hr P(inflow;) RWEINAEFWAL j WS, VY, RIS COXAR b r MAZIRA
o j B BIGES s R RABBRAT B i TURES , C RnEBERAD ) # T H M5 § TR
738

EF U EESA, A SCRH DR ERER : OERAHBERAN R O RAKEERA
BEZW, B QGBI L, BRER BT MRS RR. QESRIL LT B EA, EERA
WA O MBAEG B BN, OXMEWET R RAFX WA O MR 3R —Fh B dzs,
HXMIAIA D ERERAELR BERW,

3 XS
3.1 HiEkR

TR AR A X TSI O WA RERE RN, 4 S0 A 2013 S Hish A O R BE#TT
SHES T . Rk B TER A AEZERSIA AR 2013 £REA OB ENEE, AKEERR
A2 W SR LA PPS fhifE, AR AE R 31 M (K. W) MF A 2Rt E R 329
ANl BB, SRR K 198795 A, WEEHIXKIEE TR A KB X, M ABEXNRHA 15
~60 A% AR (E. T P OMBHEMLERSIAL, AENFIEAE RIAOELRFLE B
W SBASZH ARES SHARE BFHELSHRUIETRSF. ZAERETHHADKEH
AFMLSZTFER S EXHREET N AREBRE S TRORA D RABEFERE T EERRE
XFE. BN EEEZERENER L, NE T RARIRT WEFHSFERR, FHERET 2013 4
(FRRBSEHFEYF(TFREHTEEL)

3.2 MIRAEESERUE

AL FEEEAN ANBAWE XTSI O AR bS58 R T 1E 2 A 38 2 56 8 H A 3
KAWMAHME . RANTREEEEET MEEEN 5T Logit B2, RIVBENMF®EIL L%
BRI AVE A WA Z b DT AT BRE

Logit(inflowge; = 1) = @(B'X; + y,Innetearning; + a'inflow;) (2)

HP TR M R BERAM A0 A3, 48R0 B X S A X, B
BRARNFAMERREN O ~1 TR, ZF - RHADRRAMS RIS, NREN 1; 5 RAM
oA, WBRAE R 0,

HEHBRAR, X, FRF] R MR A B ARHE &, 1 5] ER R T2 H
FRE JEBRIRILE; netearning R/ARTMAMELES ; inflow; [0 BFRR AN j B9 #0 X FFE , 5N
GDP B =r=W 5 =\ E K S T MECH TRK %, U ERBREES, M A O MEAE
WAHAI GRS U R RABA S R AFTER FENERER, MBS ERERER., ZHUKHAN
FIRTTAFE R B WA T ENABRA R, JFE A TR RN TR MR R4t T — R B
%R R BRIFRAF ARSI A DR B, R BB B2 TS EmBERN A
&AMt SEAESE REAREERATAS WA SBA, BHHRT BENIERSBRAFEE,
SR AR KA A B R, A CDP kR FZM X WEFEBKE AE=S
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5 Py P R R AE B R 7= 84 , i TS =7k 558 ==k stk R 44 0 R , TR 4S 3L
W RREIA A BB AR BT

B, — LK 7 A TS O A A 38 B A — S8 BRI 5 307 T B ) R RAE
BURXTASEIR S MR TRK A —ERE LR T RsIA DR BHRE RS, X MARE
A B R AT AR S A R S A O /MARE A S A A i 2 v HBe B R, R 1 FR2 2
1 H o R B R SO ST

#1 TREX
Table 1 Definition of Variables
x £ 2 3L
IEMEBLE
AL RN Lo( &3 A AHN)
AR A RN BN Lo( A3k B %MkN)
AMEERAANE X B Ln( AR & X )
AEEFARE ST H In( AW AR ELER)
AR RNIALRE £ ] La( A% A48 £ k)
AL AE
5] Fh=1,%H=2
S 15 ~60 %
EHFTRE PNEERTFT =1, P =2, 5FXPF =3, kE2% =4
KA E¥=1,REH=0
W AR
2K ZRARF 329 A3k W Lo( A3 GDP)
s 320 AR A 2012 £ H = F b5 E = FEk
B E 329 A4 2012 4 Ln(3b 5 WP B X )
I FAKF 329 AW 2012 - In(RAE KR LTI H)
RE %
RAH eky =1, 14K =0
#2 TRIH
Table 2 Distribution of Variables
: 3 by MR FAedb B
BHE(A) WH(%) FHK(A) HH(%)
HF
Bk 13592 48.59 93136 54.52
e : 14382 51. 41 77685 45.48
HFE(H1E) 32.69 34.07
SHERAE
NFEBAT 2853 10.2 26703 15. 63

1% 14395 51.46 93334 54.64
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£ ¥ EEHE H i X
HWE(A)  WH(%)  H|E(A) wH(%)

BFRTE 6495 23.22 36063 21. 11

XERULE 4231 15. 12 14721 8.62
HEER R

R 6927 24.76 39936 23,38

A 21047 75.24 130885 76. 62
RN R HEBRANCYIE) (L) 3437.30 2575. 16
FAE A EEA(HE) () 6482. 54 5016.73
RARAEEZHOME) () 3011.72 2418. 60
ANA R L B (HE) (L) 1256. 19 1076. 81
HANAERE L B (39E) () 739. 82 535.57
BHFEBAT(YME) () 84306. 00 54703. 00
FkgkH(H4E) 1.87 0.88
BORM B E B (34E) $42: 2782. 41 549. 56
TRAKRF(H4E) 45 69878.77 45285. 37

N 27974 100 170821 100
E AR THBRL T AESP AR, R EROERE B LM FRE.

3.3 Logit ERAZRSHT

3 WMET WA O MEEREIL ) ERRABKIBERE Logit MGT4R. RIERE 3 THE
BR,3 MERIRYE R? (Pseudo R?) 43514 0.4753.0. 4764 F1 0. 4756 , Wald 4iit8 435l 24958. 48 ,
25566. 93 F122833. 52, %f RL Y P {34 0. 000, i8] 3 MEMBAN T RFARBETENRBNKEE
FHRE, BRER RIS ERE.

ASCBIFE R B0 D ZE WA b i R A RN 25 (A U B AR AR Rl 2R ) X s A 1AM s 3
AR, B4R 3 MERHEATAT, PR | EEFRNEAHA O MEERA A EEA
STRMAREER W, EREREHLMROFERNEMET, , BRAZEY BERTE(RERKT
1), st R ARSI A D284t BT RA EmEm, RMERESRASER | MELR, BHA
OAMRBERIL F R RA MRS 5. 63% , X— S RBIE TAXHBED. EER 1 HE
i EASSCHE— BRI, 2RI BAFLE AP A TR HARR 2, 8 A A0 A R SR RA
MEHBEMA T BAEHERL 3,R3 ARAH T EHBESR. REAORE, SR 2 WEBSRER, E
HaEBRRERFET, WS A OERAMR AR RS O MR EEAIL B Ry
EAEMR, FHRHE, MAADERAMBARE 1%, MEEERAIL LT HBERERS
12.65% ; [FJ#E , X 4R H 1% , MEEZERAIL LT MBERGOEIRE 11.85% . MMRE 3 MERRE,
A FE S A F B BIEADL B RS R, AR 1% , BERAL LT MEREGER
15.23% , AT BAXT T A D EFERA LT BEROEMA AR, PR ESZHRIIA
ASEERAI LT HREA EER, B HNAR R RER. X TULEROEE, EE5AN
Fsh A D ZEdL BT A A B F A, KA FRHAOREREZNERE R — BREE
AR LRSI A DR EBRRE. WXHRE, RBIHRIA N RAL L) #E %
EAERER, BRXHEARRER, X—SRUAT AFLRL L MR RREEREEX
HEARK, BENMARRSA DAL LT EBENERKREIE, BESEREREHEZE SR
B 1% , Fish A DS BRALL LT R T & 15% 24 , XA 7 RIE T AP BRQ.
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3 Logit FIAKR
Table 3 Logit Regression Results

#HA 1 A2 A3
ANRLE .
Odds Ratio Robust S. E. Odds Ratio Robust S. E. Odds Ratio Robust S. E.

Ko 1.2037** 0. 0213 1.2080°"* 0. 0212 1.1891"" 0.0189
Fit 1.0165"" 0. 0078 1.0150 " 0. 0077 1.0222° 0. 0084
ST 0.9996*"* 0. 0001 0.9990*** 0. 0001 0. 9995 *** 0. 0001
ZEREFRE(SRA=DFRENT)

e 1.2484""" 0. 0370 1.2462** 0. 0367 1.2989 ** 0.0313

HERbE 1.3196""* 0. 0447 1.2779"** 0. 0430 1.3566 """ 0. 0365

XFEFHAAL 1.1146 ™ 0.0416 1.0309 0.0388 1. 1644 " 0.0419
HIAR (BB = REHE)

£ 0.7199*** 0. 0196 0. 6632 *** 0.0181 0. 6890 *** 0. 0299
A B BNt 1.0563 *** 0.0118 — — — _
A A BNt — — 1. 1265 0. 0244 1.1523°"° 0.0215
AP E — — 1.1185* 0. 0235 — —
A ARG et — — — — 1. 3461 0.0176
Adb A A4 dat i — — — — 0. 8461 0.0116
F= Ak g5 Hy 3.4689°* 0. 0408 3.4400 " 0. 0399 3.3560*" 0. 0130
A3 GDP st 1. 0312 0. 0313 1.0135 0. 0299 1.0972*** 0. 0341
BRI B E B 1. 0461 ** 0. 0161 1.0507*** 0.0158 1.0749*" 0.0178
B LE 4 786.8032°**  97.9979  785.411*"" 95.2582  806.107*" 0. 1398
_cons 0. 0000 0. 0000 0. 0000 0. 0000 1. 63E -35 1. 2067
Wald chi2(13) 24958. 48 25566. 93 22833. 52
Prob > chi2 0. 0000 0. 0000 0. 0000
Pseudo R? 0.4753 0. 4764 0. 4756

Fow xx xkx SARTFAKE 0% 5% H 1% BERKFTRE,

AMRRE B 5 R 2 2 B AR AS FMCES AR T AR A 738 B X IR 3 A 10 380 A\ i ) 26 438t L
AREHNEW, BERE, METR Y, LS5 BB TRt b e WA, 7Tk
KREEN T EREEES TAFEEINRSETE, Mt L ERE = B R, vk
PRSI D REE T EZ sl 5067, Bt LRI A D MREIE A, NERKRE, RHE U R, 4E
BFEE B 57 W SR fBtie F R0 BT R “ FTBE A R M R RS R, T AR IS
REFBIA DEFA LT X ESESRKEEZENT SERMA R A MRS A, NHERE
RE,ZHERERBHMIIA OBBER FRABL LK, #1403 MR E 555258 B R
POEPRMRXERY ERAAOEERABDL LT HERS R DMERUT ZHERENR
AN 26.5% 31. 8% F116. 4% , X—L5RAMERM, b LT K ST hBERMEREE, S48
B, ZHERERRARIALDEBNES BOR, BRAESENA LT X3 hER, M
IBIRIRBLRE ,3 MERINE R B A REB R A O FEGHE FRBR AL L X, 886 EHE
St BT A E K, TR B ARE , 7edb ) K 9% 2 A BARN, Bk, 7618
HAOBTREEEL, HAIL LT R RN FAEBR S A O8N,
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MFRIERTAHEN R FASRKE 3 MERI L 254  BUR W B DL R TR A D
WMAMMEREEE o BEWEmMEN, FHMEERAEHEGT , E=7 5 = L= EkE
BE 1% , 5 A\ OEEEAL LT MRS RE 2.5 5. X—4RNERET S50 LT R 253
REE=IVHHLEHASE FEMBEK ,EREFRHIARRS VL BEAXNHG, MAEH I EFERKR
AN S ST L R BAFAE X BT ML X 35 3 1 B IR M B SR AR 8A, Btk , |51 T REHRSIA D
Ao BUFMEBE BB TR AR S SBRMBRA, NRBAORREEREREZZES
FFR AT, db BT X B AT R MM XA 5 F4AG, BlE MR E AR &G
T, ZBURMBG AR, S A DG LT ENRA KRR T RMMX 6% £4, T
BMFAAAORABBEMNEHER, XBIET M HEENFLES THRERARERARBEXE X
R THRRAZERRAADEFRABIL L XFENBRBETHEERRE.

4 Ziv5itie

ARSI A ORI BRA R AP A SRS O FA SR %5, i E R AT AR A
OER A E BRI b X R AT RN AL, BT LMFRE N, EE R 2013 FER A
HAFR A O RIS X —E AN SRR R A O O A2 S8 3 IR i T T R MA 5T 4K
¥, R 7T Logit BH#ATIHE 447, BRI T 48

(D) FESHAOMEERAHSFRARRIAORAMKENETEREZ — , FRANESEER
BT HRsIAD®ESEIL B EARARMER, BLE B W R I, fs A D72t B 3 X s
HERTHAMMER , 55, SEFRERAZEFTHTSBAML, AR AR TEKFRBERSIAD
ST BRI T B R AR WE R, AR ERER, B PR THRES 1% , Wl A0 ik
Bt b RS IR E L ER, XRIET - N EENELTER TRRASEHA R X E XK
TITHREAZERFESIADRPHRAR LS XHENERIRTHWEZERER.

) HEHg AL LT B R B AR RAEMHRMA ORANEER, ATECHRERE
R, B A OAMETER AR B BB MBI Q&S B, BF AN TRAREERREL
EIHRARAE R, BESERAMN, BARNEF LR EHE. 7R3 BRI RER,
BRI HMFEESIAORAL LS HEEFERESR, FHXHEFREER, X—8RERT —1F
SR ETHMRNARERAEEXHEREN, RENA BRI AQEL LB EHE KER
VT (AR FREFGFATEEI T L BERE R EMERSRA KR A Ok 3E, ®aE R4 H
i F/E A AR ERALL L83 .

G)YRABK =L EHEEERRIAORABNEERFZ — A XWHARERBRE= 1
S MR E TR D@L R AR BENERER. AR, MHEE=
B & R IR A KBR300, YRt B M = kB 8 B TR MK, H2H F 3R
R 55k & B AT AR IS, X 35 30 A B AR 1 A G AT L KB 7E , X BT ML X 35 3 ) BB
BESRAMXEAR, A, X LR RS A O FRFI B X WEERA,

(4) UEFFEEHRA N ALRS RS Hsh A O RAWEZERER, 43 LABUT 89 I B 18
NBURFST AR S BA BRI, IRGR S UENBIRE N —2, b BT # X 5 HAR R A #AH 1
BENEBURECE HRR T iRsh A 0 @&db B E R AR BER

WHETETR , YRTRE MR A O FBEE P B B RART AL, BEsh A B IR
REMNBTEAWINGR, X—BBHHBELRRERSIA O AIERA AT A AR E K,
BRSBTS, MXCR/RBRNIKYER N EXENEKIRT R RAE, REL EHRS
B RMFTERI TRARR ORI A OEIEEN, S FRAMSNEFRET A RS HTZ
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SR EREIFE R B RS RN R, TR R, st B4 K SR E HATH
B X% BB TS BR , XFE R EE A WA O SRS FS T HA BT
W T H A X A AT R, R E RN T, XS EREREEH RS . @Xni—&iE
IR T A BOUR A 1 2 BRI 38 1 T3 A 1 7E 0 X B A T IR A SR LR B D R BT, R
i REA P RER , SRR BB F N, MR ERARIANE—ERE LS
HEEA RN ERA 20 B S84 A, WTTB/ A R0 (2 18 Bh R, 2014) . B,
SRR AR A, A S s A A X R R, SR S E B Rl A, Al BE £ ARk
XL, e oAl X A SER S, AT AT 0 FBOh 32, BUR BT | S WS O ARG

ZRBERMRS] , AR EER R AL FE R BA B XTSI B WA EE L
R, SR T HE AR R, EE OULA T T 7T R B B i 3 X MO L S TT AT AR AR SR AE M TR
AR TS AR AL SRR R , TOHR K AR Bk 65 T ARAS AL B A AR | X RSB 2 IR B R R AN
R — BT
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