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Competition and Institutions: Marxian Analyses
MENG Jie ', XIANG Yue-wen?2

(1. Institute of Economics, Tsinghua University; School of Economics, Renmin University of China;

2. School of Economics, Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872)

Abstract: Competition, one of the crucial dimensions of capitalist relations of production, is the exter-
nal expression of internal laws of capitalist production, which plays an important role in different theo-
ries of Marxian economics. Marx devotes himself to an analysis of effect of basic institutions of capital-
ism upon competition, and discloses at the same time the characteristics of competition regime at the
free competitive stage of capitalism. Yet Marxian theory of competition is not fully developed and fin-
ished. In this essay, the authors first discuss the effect of basic capitalist institutions upon competi-
tion, exploring the conception of competition in general which corresponds with capital in general.
Then a critical review is proffered in the subsequent sections of the theories about Fordist regime of
competition and Neo—liberal regime of competition.

Key words: competition in general ; Fordist regime of accumulation; Neo-liberalism; coercive competition
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